Summer Reading

Sixth Grade 
Reading is an important part of school and should also be continued throughout the summer. To ensure all students are completing some reading during the months we are off they will be responsible for choosing two books to read from the attached list. While they read they are also expected to keep a response journal to hand into their teacher at the beginning of the school year. The books recommended meet the criteria of both good quality literature and appealing reading for 5th and 6th graders. The list also comprises a wide range of genres and styles.

Response Journal Criteria:

· You must have at least ten journal entries for each book you read.

· Each journal entry should consist of at least two paragraphs. *Remember a paragraph has at least five sentences*
· Your journals should reflect your thoughts as you read and as the story progresses and the plot unfolds. You should not complete all ten journal entries in the beginning or the end of the book; spread them out throughout the story.

· A journal entry may consist of one, two, or more of the following:

· Connections you have to the story’s events or characters

· Opinions or reactions to the story’s plot or characters – please use details or quotes from the story to defend yourself. Avoid general statements such as the book is good or bad, explain why you feel this way and use details from the story to help you.
· Questions you may have or things you are unclear about

· Predictions

*DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE BOOK YOU ARE READING*
It is important that your response journal contains thoughtful reflection. This assignment will count as a grade for your first trimester report card. You will be graded based upon how well you meet the criteria listed above and how much time, effort, and attention went into your journal entries.

Enjoy your summer, see you in September.

Linda Hodges
St. Peter Academy 6th Grade Summer Reading List
A Time to Dance, Padma Venkatraman

In India, a girl who excels at Bharatanatyam dance refuses to give up after losing a leg in an accident.
We Were Liars, E. Lockhardt
Spending the summers on her family's private island off the coast of Massachusetts with her cousins and a special boy named Gat, teenaged Cadence struggles to remember what happened during her fifteenth summer.
The Midwife’s Apprentice, Karen Cushman

Newbery Medal, 1996. In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most want:  a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world.

Phantom Tollbooth, Jules Pheiffer

Bored with school and with life, Milo awakes from a nap to find a mysterious package in his room.  Inside is a tollbooth; Milo’s journey through the booth into another world brings him to warring kingdoms: one of numbers and the other of letters.  Only Milo can bring peace.

Holes, Lois Sachar

As further evidence of his family’s bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a correctional camp in Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself.

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams

In a hilarious science-fiction comedy, the first of a trilogy, Englishman Arthur Dent wakes up to find he’s hitchhiking through space with an intergalactic crew.
A Long Way From Chicago, Richard Peck

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother.

Wringer, Jerry Spinelli

As Palmer comes of age, he must either accept the violence of being a wringer at his town’s annual Pigeon Day or find the courage to oppose it.

Out of the Dust, Karen Hesse

In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on their family’s wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.

Fever 1793, Laurie Anderson

In 1793, Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

The Wanderer, Sharon Creech

Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing aboard the Wanderer, a forty-five foot sailboat, which, along with uncles and another cousin, is en route to visit their grandfather in England.
Julie of the Wolves, Jean George

Newbery Medal, 1973 While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, C.S.Lewis

Four English school children enter the magic land of Narnia through the back of a wardrobe and assist Aslan, the golden lion, in defeating the White Witch who has cursed the land with eternal winter.

The View from Saturday, E.L.Konigsburg

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition.

Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee’s life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries.

Sounder, William Armstrong

Moving story of a close-knit black family in the rural South and the injustices they suffer.

The River, Gary Paulson

The exciting sequel to Hatchet, 15-year-old Brian Robeson, who survived alone the  wilderness for 54 days, returns to the wilderness at the request of a government survival school. He is traveling with Derek Holtzer, a government psychologist, who falls into a coma.  Brian must get Derek back to civilization.

Where the Red Fern Grows, Wilson Rawls

A yound boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart’s desire when he becomes the owner of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be champion hunters.  Together, the three of them experience danger, adventure, love, and sorrow.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred D. Taylor

The Logans, a black family living in the South during the 1930s, are faced with prejudice and discrimination which their children don’t understand.  It takes the events of the turbulent year – the year of the night riders and burning, the year a white girl humiliated Cassie in public simply because she is black – to show Cassie that having a place of their own is the Logan family’s lifeblood.  It is the land that gives the Logans their courage and pride, for no matter how others may degrade them, the Logans possess something no one can take away.

